In this book on the history of Canadian aviation, the author's opening line paradoxically declares: "I have never liked flying. In fact, the entire experience, from my first glimpse of the airplane on the tarmac to the heavy braking and rapid deceleration on landing, fills me with dread" (p. vii). Having entered this disclaimer, however, Vance goes on to confess a lifelong curiosity about airplanes, the people who fly them, and the field of aviation generally. "I am fascinated by the notion of flight," he confesses (p. vii). This is fortunate, for Vance's fascination has led to a remarkable and thoroughly fascinating chronicle of the progress of aviation and the response of Canadians to one of the premier technological developments of the twentieth century.
Vance emphasizes that his study is not a technological or economic analysis, but is focused on the reactions of Canadians to major events as well as what people expected the future of aviation to be like. By major events, he not only means activities that took place on Canadian soil, but also elsewhere in the world. Thus, in a discussion of the prelude to World War II, Vance provides commentary about the German bombing of the town of Guernica during the Spanish Civil War. Even though Guernica was a continent away, Canadians from all walks of life expressed shock and anger about the inhuman use of aviation, especially its devastating effects on the non-combatants-women and children-who suffered many casualties during the bombing raid. Vance's narrative, while remaining focused on the Canadian experience, skillfully keeps the larger perspective in sight, giving this study an important, added dimension.
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